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"h igher c r i t i c i sm" instead of the se ldom-used 
phrase " l o w e r cr i t i c i sm." 
I f one cou ld hear D e a n Shera 's o w n lec -
tures, and then b r o w s e in this b o o k to recall 
o r supplement w h a t he said, one w o u l d have 
an excel lent n e w unit in the c u r r i c u l u m . But 
as a general w o r k that might explain l ibrar ian-
ship to historians and h is tor iography to l i -
brarians, it suf fers f r o m having attempted t o 
survey t o o much . Ideas are present, c o m -
bative ideas, on every page, but the reader must 
fill in the pages wi th m o r e k n o w l e d g e of phi los -
ophy and soc io logy , as w e l l as history, than 
the typical l ibrary school student possesses .— 
Allen T. Hazen, Columbia University. 
What Shall I Read Next? 
What Shall I Read Nextf A Personal Selec-
tion of 20th Century Books. By F. Sey-
m o u r Smith. [ N e w Y o r k ] C a m b r i d g e U n i -
versity Press . Publ i shed f o r the Nat i ona l 
B o o k L e a g u e . 1953. 232 pp. $2.00. 
M r . Smith 's earl ier book- l ists , a lways un-
pretent ious and a lways use fu l f o r quick r e f e r -
ence o r f o r general guidance , include The 
Classics in Translation ( 1 9 3 0 ) , some br i e f e r 
guides like Reading History ( 1 9 5 0 ) , and An 
English Library (1943). To the last-named 
list M r . Smith has n o w in s o m e sense f u r -
nished a sequel (his w o r d is c o m p l e m e n t ) , 
not a parallel volume: the English Library is 
a convent ional r e cord ing of the classics in all 
fields, w i th concise in t roduc to ry c o m m e n t s and 
a lmost no individual annotat ion, to make a 
list o f books readi ly recognizab le as classics 
by any r e a d e r ; and it is a list not readily 
available e l sewhere in any such concise f o r m . 
By its nature the English Library is unexcit-
ing and impersonal ( " . . . all those b o o k s 
which have c o m e to be regarded as English 
c l a s s i c s " ) , but by its nature it is use fu l . 
The sequel, What Shall I Read Next, is by 
its nature m o r e personal , and by that very 
qual ity m o r e attract ive . N o reader can be 
excited by f inding G i b b o n in the earl ier l i s t ; 
but one can be pleased to read, f o r example , 
in the n e w b o o k that G e o f f r e y G o r e r ' s Ameri-
cans is " a study in national character wr i t ten 
with w i t but no m a l i c e ; w i th penetrat ion and 
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insight, but no smugness." Th is more per-
sonal selection and annotation, quite naturally, 
produces not only more excitement but also 
more disagreement. H e r e is no list of "those 
books which have come to be regarded," but 
a list of some "o f the books that deserve a 
reading" f r o m recent years. 
M o s t readers will be disappointed here and 
there, by the inclusion of novels that scarcely 
deserve a reading, by the omission of works 
that seem much more certainly to deserve a 
reading, and by the occasional tendency to fall 
back upon bromides like "generally con-
sidered," "considered by American writers to 
be indispensable," and "a standard American 
w o r k . " And the point of view of the author 
is frequently left obscure by M r . Smith, even 
when it could have been cited to explain the 
attraction of the book listed. But such im-
perfections may do little damage: omissions 
can be rectified f r o m other sources, and no 
reader is required to read every book M r . 
Smith includes. What Shall I Read Next is 
a usable guide and it includes personal and 
useful guidance. T h e dominant tone is set 
by phrases like "among the six greatest novels 
which came out of the European W a r of 
1914-1918" and "may be strongly recom-
mended f o r a train journey"—these two in the 
section on N o v e l s ; or "the most useful official 
publication ever issued by H . M . S . O . " and "o f 
the many (perhaps too many) books on the 
poet this is one of the best." 
Because the English Library excluded only 
the works of authors still living in 1943, some 
slight confusion is unavoidable: Conrad, F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, Charles Wi l l iams, Virginia 
W o o l f , and Yeats, among many, do not 
appear with their contemporaries in the new 
book, having been installed as classics in 1943. 
W i t h hindsight one can n o w suggest that the 
earlier book might well have stopped at 1900 
or 1918. But M r . Smith does what he can to 
rectify matters by naming at the end of each 
section those recent authors w h o must be 
looked for in the English Library. 
O n e can say with confidence that this book 
will not replace other books of ready refer-
ence, it will not become the classic guide of 
our age, and it will not be an infallible guide 
on any topic or book. But if used properly, 
by an inquiring reader w h o reads with judg -
ment but without expert knowledge, this will 
be a repeatedly stimulating and reliable 
reader's adviser to answer the question pro-
pounded in its title. 
A pleasant reminder of England's recovery 
f r o m certain of the wartime privations is fur -
nished by the book's appearance. Indeed of 
the " w a r economy standard" paper and the 
crowded grey type that almost make one dizzy, 
in the English Library, the new book is suc-
cessfully designed by M r . Crutchley at C a m -
bridge to be both easy and pleasant to read, 
and it is printed on good paper. T o utility, 
therefore, Cambridge is again able to add 
quality in popular book product ion.—Allen T. 
Hazen, Columbia University. 
Reprints Available 
Readers are reminded of the current availability of three important bibliographical works 
which have been out-of -print until recently. These are the Checklist of United States Public 
Documents 1789-1909 ($16.30), the Comprehensive Index to the Publications of the United 
States Government 1881-1893 ($41.60) and A Descriptive Catalogue of the Government Pub-
lications of the United States—September 5, 1774 to March 4, 1881 ($14.40). While all three 
are expensive they are very large volumes which presented many reprinting problems and the 
sale price is not out of line with their manufacturing cost and importance. T h e volumes were 
reprinted by J. W . Edwards, Publisher, Inc. of Ann Arbor , Michigan, at the request of a joint 
committee of the A C R L Reference Section and A R L . These volumes are wel l known to every 
library school graduate and their importance to college libraries does not need to be em-
phasized. T h e y will not be immediately reprinted when the present small supply is exhausted. 
Arthur T. Hamlin 
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